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 A u g u s t  1 6 - 2 7,  2 0 1 8

Join with other members from our Archdiocese 
        as we embark on this global experience 

The Gospel of the Family

Irelandto

www.CatholicsInDublin.com 
800.737.6739

Joy for the World!

ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS 
   Office of  Laity & Family Life

Father Brian Fallon is the Assistant Vocation Director for the  
Archdiocese of St. Louis and Administrator of St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
in Crestwood. He went to Ireland once before in 2013, and  
recommends not telling Knock, Knock jokes at any Marian shrines.



Day 1- Thursday, August 16, 2018 - USA to IRELAND 
Depart fromSt. Louis International Airport and take an overnight flight 
across the Atlantic. Enjoy in-flight entertainment and meal service as you 
travel to the Emerald Isle to begin your adventure in this land of songs, 
saints and legends. IN-FLIGHT MEAL SERVICE

Day 2- Friday, August 17, 2018 - ARRIVAL
CLONMACNOISE/GALWAY
After landing, complete customs and immigration formalities. Your Grand 
View Tours pilgrimage director will welcome you to Ireland and escort 
you and your luggage to the coach. Stop for a traditional Irish breakfast 
upon arrival with your group at a local restaurant or pub and then we 
travel to the center of Ireland to Clonmacnoise. This monastic settlement 
was founded in 545 by St. Ciaran and is delightfully set on the banks of 
the River Shannon. Learn about the history of the site and take a walk 
around to see the ancient churches, high crosses, round towers and 
graves. Continue your journey to Galway, where we celebrate Mass at 
a local parish, check into your hotel and relax, shop or sightsee before 
joining your group for an authentic Irish dinner at the hotel restaurant. 
BREAKFAST & DINNER

Day 3- Saturday, August 18, 2018 
OUR LADY OF KNOCK
After a hearty Irish breakfast, drive to the pilgrimage town of Knock and 
celebrate Mass with your fellow pilgrims. Next, visit the award-winning 
Knock Museum, which documents the rich history of the Knock Appa-
rition that took place in 1879. The story of Knock began on Thursday 
evening of the 21st August, 1879, Our Lady, St. Joseph and St. John the 
Evangelist appeared at the south gable of the church at Knock, County 

 † Roundtrip airfare from St. Louis to Dublin including 
 all taxes and fees

 † Meet & greet assistance on arrival & departure
 † Private luxury coach transportation with Wi-Fi
 † Professional driver/guide
 † 10 Nights first-class accommodations
 † Irish breakfast daily
 † 5 dinners; 4 authentic Irish dinners & Taylor’s Three  

 Rock Irish Dinner Show 
 † Daily Mass
 † Sightseeing as indicated in itinerary plus optional  

     hiking excursion & distillery or brewery tour
 † 48-Hour Hop On, Hop Off Dublin Tour Bus Pass
 † Hotel porterage for one piece of luggage
 † Flight bag, ticket wallets, baggage tags & identifying strap 

 
NOT INCLUDED: World Meeting of Families fee is not is not  
included and will be added to your cost when registration  
opens and price is announced. (Approximately $100) 

Cost  $4200  
               pp double occupacy/land only 
 

                       Single Supplement: $1125 
 
Contact Melissa Keating, Office of Laity & Family Life 
314.792.7173 - melissakeating@archstl.org 

ItineraryInclusions



in thef oo t s t e p s
ofSt. Patrick

Mayo, Ireland. Beside them and a little to their left was an altar with a cross and the figure of a lamb, around which angels hovered. Fifteen official 
witnesses to the apparition – young and old – watched and prayed for two hours in the pouring rain. Today, Knock ranks among the world’s major 
Marian Shrines. Both St. Pope John Paul II & Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta visited here. There is also a gift shop on site that sells local hand-
made items and quality made Irish goods.Return to Galway where the remainder of the day is at your leisure. BREAKFAST

Day 4 – Sunday, August 19, 2018 - CLIFFS OF MOHER/KILLARNEY
Today pass through the Burren, an area of rocky limestone hills where a number of unique 
flowers thrive. This region also contains many dolmens, prehistoric monuments formed 
by large limestone slabs. Continue your drive along the coast of County Clare; time 
permitting we will stop and pray at St. Brigid’s Well. We stop to visit the magnificent 
Cliffs of Moher, one of Ireland’s most beloved, natural landmarks. See magical vistas, 
overlooking the shimmering Atlantic Ocean along with Ireland’s Western coastline, and 
take a short ferry ride across the River Shannon Estuary. We’ll continue our journey into 
County Kerry and into Killarney. Upon arrival, check into our hotel and relax or freshen 
up before dinner at the hotel with our group. BREAKFAST & DINNER

Day 5 - Monday, August 20, 2018 – RING OF KERRY
Today we explore the Ring of Kerry – 100 miles of marvelous scenery consisting of the 
highest peaks in Ireland on one side and a coastline scattered with golden beach and rock 
headland on the other. Here are more of those legends we alluded to, but in very concrete 
form. Ancient forts, and burial mounds, dating from hundreds of years before Christ. This land 
of Bronze Age wonders, and beautiful national parks cannot be missed with plenty of stops to 
view the scenery and take photos. Return to Killarney for a free evening. BREAKFAST

Day 6 - Tuesday, August 21, 2018 
BLARNEY CASTLE/ROCK OF CASHEL/WORLD MEETING OF FAMILES
After a hearty Irish breakfast, drive to Blarney, where you can climb the battlements of Blarney 
Castle and kiss the famous “Stone of Eloquence” or take a walk through the stunning grounds, 
if you do not wish to climb. Also, visit Blarney Woolen Mills, which has an excellent range of 
Irish products of all types. You will also have time to browse around the village, charmingly 
set around a large village green. Journey along into Cashel and stop at the Rock of Cashel for 
a guided tour of the majestic church ruins, which are clustered high on limestone outcrop 
overlooking the surrounding countryside. Continue your drive through Ireland’s green pas-
tures and into the bustling, metropolitan area of Dublin for the opening ceremony of World 
Meeting of Families. Later check into your four-star hotel. In the evening, enjoy authentic Irish 
dinner at the hotel restaurant.  BREAKFAST & DINNER

Day 7-11 - Wednesday to Sunday, August 22-26, 2018, WORLD MEETING 
OF FAMILIES*
World Meeting of Families in Dublin; Registration for the internationally renowned speakers will be included in your pilgrimage. Use these days 
to soak up the experience of sharing your faith in a global platform, with plenty of time to strike out and enjoy Dublin on your own in the evenings.
Private coach transfer from our hotel to the conference is included. In addition, we’ve included some fun and optional activities and touring for 
your free time in Dublin. BREAKFAST DAILY, DINNER & SHOW (Friday), DINNER (Sunday)

*Registration will open in the coming months. The cost has not been announced and will be added to your trip price as soon as it is made avail-
able.

48-HOUR ‘HOP ON, HOP OFF’ DUBLIN SIGHTSEEING PASS 
Use your 48-hour ‘Hop on Hop Off Pass’ to visit a number of places including a visit to Trinity 
College to see the Book of Kells. Also, using your vouchers, you may either visit Guinness 
Storehouse or Teeling Distillery for a sample of the finished product. Or visit Dublin’s General 
Post Office which is one of the city’s architectural highlights. Or you may visit GPO or EPIC 
Ireland, which celebrates the dramatic story of the spread of Irish culture around the globe, 
and how Ireland, itself, has changed throughout the years. Through state-of-the-art galleries, 
visitors immerse themselves in stories of sacrifice, endurance, adventure and discovery of the 
world. 



PLUS, TWO INCLUDED OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS
Thursday, August 23, 2018 – DROGHEDA & ST. OLIVER PLUNKETT
Today, enjoy all the activities planned by WMOF or choose to do some optional touring, perhaps you would like to embark on a tour of 

Drogheda, a town that Oliver Cromwell besieged in 1649 and killed 2,000 people, making his name the most hated in Irish history. A short 

ride from Dublin, Drogheda is located in the northeast of Ireland. Sitting on both banks of the River Boyne the town straddles both County 

Louth and County Meath. It is here we visit the Church of St. Peter and National Shrine to St. Oliver Plunkett, an Irish saint who was the last 

Roman Catholic martyr to be put to death in England. The Relic of St. Oliver’s Head now stands in an impressive new shrine, which was 

erected in 1995. Pilgrims have the opportunity to walk around the shrine and view at close quarters this precious relic of the Irish 

church. After St. Oliver was hung, drawn and quartered at Tyburn, his head was thrown into the prepared 
fire nearby. His friends quickly retrieved it and scorch marks from the fire may still be 
seen on the left cheek of the Head. Step into town for lunch on your own in Droghe-
da before returning to Dublin and your hotel to spend the evening as you choose.

Saturday, August 25, 2018 – GLENDALOUGH & ST. KEVIN
An optional tour to see the 6th century monastic ruins of Glendalough. For 
thousands of years people have been drawn to ‘the valley of the two lakes’ for its 
spectacular scenery, rich history, archaeology and abundant wildlife. Glendalough 
is a remarkable place that will quiet your mind, inspire your heart and fill your soul. 

This profound pilgrimage site honors St. Kevin, who founded this settlement at 
a time when Christianity was growing in Ireland. It is a very important pilgrim-
age destination. You will have time at the visitor center and to see the Round 
Tower, the ruins of the Cathedral, and “St. Kevin’s Kitchen” that is surrounded by 
an old cemetery.

Day 12 - Monday, August 27, 2018 – DEPART
Depart for the USA, filled to the brim with the beauty of an incredible destina-
tion, topped only by the spiritual joy and refreshment of being steeped in a truly 
universal, Catholic, experience. Take that joy, and share it with your family, and all 
whom you encounter.

Note: Itinerary subject to change based on circumstances beyond our control due 
to the World Meetings of Families schedule, which is not yet available.

BOOKING & PAYMENT INFORMATION: Register online at www.CatholicsInDublin.com or by phone, 800.737.6739. A $400 per 

person, non-refundable deposit is required along with your completed registration. Additional deposits will be required; a schedule will 

provided with your confirmation. You may set up recurring payments if you choose to. Grand View Tours accepts checks, money orders, 

VISA, MasterCard, Discover/Novus and American Express. Final payment is due April 16, 2018. Please make payments online at  

www.CatholicsInDublin.com or send payable to Grand View Tours, Inc. at PO Box 224, Chester Heights, PA 19017.

PRICING: Pricing is based on rate of exchange of 1.15 USD to Euro and is subject to change. Rate of exchange, fuel surcharge and taxes 

are subject to change. Any changes would be reflected in your final invoice.

TOUR CANCELLATION POLICY: Non-refundable items include deposits, conference fees and airline tickets. Final payment is due 

April 16, 2018. No refunds for unused portions of the trip. All cancellations must be in writing. Trip protection is available; information is 

provided with all confirmation.

TRAVEL PROTECTION: Travel protection is available for $209 per person. Information is available at www.CatholicsInDublin.com. 

RESPONSIBILITY: GRAND VIEW TOURS, INC. is the planner and promoter of this event. The Archdiocese of St. Louis and your parish 

have NO responsibility for the planning of this event, nor its execution. Participants will rely soley on the representations and information 

provided by Grand VIew Tours, Inc. and will not hold the Archdiocese of St. Louis  or parish responsible for the responsibilities of Grand View 

Tours. Inc.
 

Information & Registration 
 Melissa Keating at the Office of Laity & Family Life 

314.792.7173 - melissakeating@archstl.org

800.737.6739 or visit us at www.CatholicsInDublin.com


